
Jil l iam Va n Wyck , f a rmer , 6 miles south of German , Manitoba , 2 ea st 

204-745- 3069 (personal inµerv iew 8/ 28/7 6) 

We were combinin g alon g and came to this spot about , oh I guessit was about 

25 fe et i n niameter wher e the corn seemed to be swirled away as ifit had bee 

bAen caurh t in -- it wa s quite dry--and the corn leaves were swirled away 

a nd s ort of t r amp J ed down a little bit , e h? You know what I mean? I t was 

noticeabl e but then you get off and you look closer and you could see burnt 

marks on the stalks up , say , 6 inche s or 8 in ches fromthe groun d o The 

s ta lks --go up 6 inches a n d then t hey were burnt for a little bit , 3 or 4 

inches . It was e a sy to se eo Then , I gue s ~ , we not ice d the tracks . rteall y 

odd tracks , I Yve never seen anything like them in my lifeo They were round-­

~ I gue s s maybe 5 inches i n rl iameter, a lmost a pe rfect circle as I remember 

ito You s e e , it had r ained a f ew days before, so thes eshowed up real well, 

and they s1.mk in the gr ound ab out a n inch , these trackso They were appro x j- i-, 

mat e ly S t o 6 inchAs i n d i~meter but the re was litt le marks , like claw 

marks , I can ' t r emember e x actly b ut the r e eithe r 4 or 5 claw marks t o aach 

one of t h eseo It was just a roun d p ad mark and there we re lit t l e claw marks 

( very thin) about t his size • 0 • an d hey were sunk in the gr ound about a n 

i nch , sorrethin r. o u i te heav y , but they didn't look like theywere me.chineso 

They looked like some kind of an an imal be cause t hese claw ma rks would go 
woul d , 

a way f r om the spot but they didn ' t fol 1ow a pattern like an anima ll a fox 

o r rabbit or x0roex0±~~ or anythinf has got a pattern ( to.ray i t walks ) but 

this didn ' t have a patte rnJ It wa s just helter ske1ter and yon. It didn't 

h ave a pattern, and whe r e ver these cla w marks se emed to b e , there were cobs 

picked off the corno The ears were picked r ight out of the huskso You wouldn't 

mt ice i t unless you went and gr abbed the husks andthere I s nothing in i t 0 

You know how th husk i s dry in the fall . The husk was hangi n g there and 

he r e wa s no ear j_n s ide it. It was p; one J This i s what was real · y weird , as 

fa r as we were conc r rned o o • 0 

Q . Do you know how much of this was done? 
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V R \·! y C K - - ; 

A. Yeah, ho~e burn 

Rd l oo k . The ~~x 

mRrK o You kn ow , yo u Ae , t hat nf ,~r . You get up 

f ,-ou we r 

u n r ~ally wa s n ' that s 1g n 1f1 9nnt . L, ke yo u wou lctn 't 

j~s t f l y i n ~ o ver lt or dr iv ing by 1t . You would n't 

se P ha u n unt il ou g ot l ook1n~ c lose , a nd then ,twas obvi ous. 

Q , ' . .'a s t 1 ke had, s or t o f had a ma t ch to 1t , brown a. 
P. . ~1 1, wa s h o~t r tha n tha t . I t w s more like a blow torch . 

r, It 2dn' u ned a ll the wa y t h r ough, t ho up;h? 

A. Oh nop oh ~C o I h ad n ' t burned ~ 11 the way thrug h o It was qu i te 

ca . oned on t he o u ~1de . Th e s t a l ks we r e def 1n1te ly c a rboned a.n d b urned 

o sornet~ l nF.o 

Q. WP s 1 un l f o r mxxti all t he way a r ound t he s tal ks? Or j ust onA one s 1de · 

A. Yo'' e get 1:ng t oo t e c hn ica l ( l aug h i ng ) a I-- I d otl I t know. ! 1 d say 1 t 

was s0rt of n l f orma I was n' t de f i ~ l t e ly j us t on on e side o f the stalk 9 

I rememb e r thata 

~- \ e~e a ll the sta l ks ~ i n the ci r c l e , we r e the y al l tha t way ? 
... 

A. N~, not a l l o f them. I ~ d1dn 1 y a c ornp ~ete ci rc l e b lac k. I~ was j ust 

s ort of a h ere a nd t he r e ki nd of t hing 1 y ou knowa 

~ - But y o u d l d n ' t se e t hat burn ou slde of the circle a rea ? 

A. Wel l i that 1 s wh e r e l t was . I t was wit h i n the circum f ~r~ nce of t he c irc ! 

Al l t · e co~n wasn •~ b u rn e d in the r e o I t wa s arcund t h e c1 rcumference 

of the c i r c l e , that 's whe r e i t wa s bu rnedait was just a round t he are a, 

ar·o und the out side a 

J s t 2. r ound the 0utside? 

A. Ve ll , yes i t wa s o Jµst the out s1de o 

~ - When was t ht -? 

A. Last falL 'vJ hF!n was i t (to hls son a nd fathe r, sta nding: n ea r by ) La. s t 

Oc:o ~r, P. h ? It wa s 1n Da vl d 's f i e l d a nd the s a d part o f 1t ~a s he didn ' t 

~ven se~ 1 . h l ms e l f. We wo r k t ogethe r , him and I and our nP i g hbor, and i t 

was h e n e l2 .bo r wh o was combi n ing a n<l a ctua ll y s a w l t a nd got of f the 

co in~ ann was l oo king o a t th is an<l I drov e up a nd he wa s study ing this 

t ' l r.i:r and a ct P. r cha was ha ul1n . g r a 1n--h e r P , Mr Pra tt , th1 s 1 s my 

ath~r en my son Da v P. ( e tc .) 

Q . Wh;:i 

A. E 0 

I 
syn r f irs t na m~ ~ lr? 

~ . I':::' J., :i v 1a and ',.J'..1 1 1a m o And h 1 s vJa s on your f l e ld ou. h r . t o Dav 

f:.. • y s. 'l h e 1• r- 1 S co rn o ut th r n ow0 

v 

( ,tm~ ix q_ . H w . or r a C I{ 1 t e fi l d was 1 t '/ 

(~ ·rr . • ) A. I co 1 d , ' : V n t a k , y o 0 the H 0 now u . I woul be a b o·u t • 
10 r·od 0 f Lhe road and ( j ro i n fr cm be corn . 1·0 i' h y 9bou t the spot a ,J 

~. What d l d ya ~ & y wh .n & k .d wh . n h1 s hPrpe n d? 



Va n .Jyck-- 1.J 

A. A ound them dd l e of Oct obe r, I guesso 

~ - Who was t he othe r g uy w1th you ? 

A. The g uy who was comg1n1 ng actua lly saw it first, a ne ighbor I combine 

togethe r wlth o He stopp ed. , got on t and looked and I didn ' t know. There's 

a lwa ys some th1n brea king and he just stood there looking , you know , 

so d ri ve up the f ield and I ctand there looking--

~- Is this Mr. Coa t e s? 

P_ • .i.eaho 

Q. Wha t ~s hi s f 1rs t name? 

A. Murray. 

Q . Who was the othe r g u y (hauli ng gm.in )? 

A. I van S tokes. ~~ was hauli ng g r a in wit h me. He came down a nd looked too 
V 

Q. Yu haven ! t se e any of thes e lig~ts hav e yo u? 

A. J ha ven 't , no o 

David: I ha v9~ 1 e ither . 
.a. 

Wm : ~he r e 's be e n lots of s1gh ~ing s , thoug h (laugh1ng)o Poe PeoplA ln Rone 

SPAn ~hAm, just) miles w~st of her9. Mostly llghtsa 

~ - M Y~u •ve ha d anot her crou (in thP, field) this year? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. No aftP.reffects of a ny ~knnd? 
'-' 

A. N t as f ar a s we know o If we s e8 ::, spot this fa l l, we'l l let you 

know . 

# 


